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John O. Magoffin 
 Born March 13, 1920 Died November 5, 2016 

 John Osborne Magoffin was born in Buffalo, New York on March 13, 1920, his life
spanned a century of incredible change. His grandfather had a blacksmith shop, his father
designed trucks for REO Speed Wagon, John flew in the B-24’s that helped win World
War II, and later his son John Jr. would fly jet airliners. 

 As a small boy John came to Arizona during the winters for his mother’s health. They
stayed on a guest ranch near Phoenix where John became enchanted with the life of the
cowboys. His mother’s death when John was 12 changed his life, but not his intention to
return to the West. His father and aunts hoped he would run the family business, a
bookstore in Buffalo, but it was not to be. 

 His education consisted of a number of years in boarding schools, followed by a short
sojourn at Cornell where he intended to study Agriculture. World War II interrupted his
plans and he enlisted in the Army Air Corps in 1941. He was trained as a navigator and
assigned to the 13th Air Force, attaining the rank of 2nd Lt. during his tour of duty in the
South Pacific. This experience left indelible memories of which he was always eager to
share. 

 After his discharge from the service, John returned to the Southwest to attend the
University of Arizona. His plans changed though, when he had a chance to work on a
ranch at Sasabe, Az. Finding work in the great outdoors more motivating than sitting in a
school room, he determined to learn everything he could about ranching by working for
various outfits. This quest took him to the CS ranch in northern New Mexico, and other
ranches near Trinidad, Colorado. John hated the cold winters, so he returned to southern
Arizona to work on the Rigg’s ranch at Dos Cabezas, and later, the Merle Roll ranch in the
Pat Hills near Ash Creek. 

 In 1950 John married Mary Burnett, she had been working as a cowboy on a neighboring
ranch. This fulfilled John’s hope of finding a partner that shared his dream of owning a
ranch. In 1952 John and Mary purchased a ranch that included part of the Cochise
Stronghold. Four children, Meg, John Jr., Molly, and Matt were born and reared there.
Fifteen years later, John, Mary, and family moved to Guadalupe Canyon Ranch where



they lived until 1989. Retirement took them back to the Stronghold to live near their
daughter Molly. John’s life partner, Mary, passed away in 2007. 

 John was a dedicated community minded individual. He was a founding member of the
Valley Telephone Cooperative, taking the Sulphur Springs Valley out of the crank
phone/party line era into the new age of communications in the 1950’s. He served on the
Soil Conservation Board, Arizona Cattle Growers and Cochise Graham County Cattle
Growers Associations. Cochise County Historical Society, Sulphur Springs Historical
Society and the Arizona Historical Society. He was a member of the Southwest Pioneer
Cowboy Association and had been inducted into the Willcox Cowboy Hall of Fame in
2005. 

 A problem solver to the very end, John always had an idea or two to offer. A practical man
that appreciated things that made life a little easier, but not too easy! He loved history and
told many a good story about his journey and the changes he had seen. He was
disappointed not to be on hand to know how the 2016 Presidential race ended. He did
however, get to see the Cubs win the World Series! 

 John is survived by his daughter, Meg, and her husband David Gilmore: son, John
Magoffin Jr., and his wife Lori and their daughters Caitlin and Claire: daughter, Molly Hunt,
and her husband Walter and their son Jonathan: and son, Matt Magoffin, and his wife
Anna, their son Chris, wife Jennifer, and grand- daughter Hailee, and their son Mike, his
wife Crystal and granddaughter Sarah. 

 In lieu of flowers the family suggests a donation to Hospice, The Humane Society, The
Aravaipa Watershed Conservation Alliance or Airbase Arizona Commemorative Air Force. 

 In celebration of John’s life, a buffet luncheon will be held on November 16, 2016 from 1-
3pm at the Sunsites Community Center. Graveside services will follow at 3:30 pm at the
Pearce Cemetery. Services entrusted to Westlawn Chapel, Mortuary and Crematory of
Willcox, Arizona. You may express condolences at www.westlawnchapelmortuary.com



Cemetery Details

Pearce Cemetery

Memorial Drive
Pearce, AZ 85625

Previous Events

Luncheon

NOV 16. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (MT)

Sunsites Community Center
Treasure Road
Pearce, AZ 85625

Graveside

NOV 16. 3:30 PM (MT)

Pearce Cemetery
Memorial Drive
Pearce, AZ 85625
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January 30, 2023 at 12:50 AM

John O. Magoffin

Chuck Holt - November 14, 2016 at 03:22 PM

Chuck Holt lit a candle in memory of John O. Magoffin

Karen Weilacher - November 14, 2016 at 09:08 AM

Karen Weilacher lit a candle in memory of John O. Magoffin

Karen Weilacher - November 14, 2016 at 09:07 AM

Dear Magoffin Family, 
 John was a man among men, a true gentleman, with a smile as bright as the

morning sun. Our little canyon community has lost another stalwart friend and he
will be greatly missed. His care for family and community lives on through you
and his good works. I will miss his gentle manner and wonderful stories. Our
consolation rests in knowing he is reunited with his beloved mother and wife,
Mary. May your hearts be eased with wonderful memories. He will always be
"True Blue." With love to you in your time of sorrow, Karen Weilacher

November 13, 2016 at 03:46 PM

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White was
purchased for the family of John O. Magoffin.

https://www.westlawnchapelmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.westlawnchapelmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4276&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


BM

JT

JT

MG

RD

Bill and Mary McDonald - November 13, 2016 at 03:15 PM

Bill And Mary McDonald lit a candle in memory of John O.
Magoffin

Jonetta Trued - November 13, 2016 at 03:08 PM

I will remember John Magoffin for his kind and thoughtful conversations. 
I was always impressed when I met him out walking and he would tell me about
the bears or mountain lions that had cruised through during the night. He knew
which direction they'd come from and where they'd headed off to. 

 He was also a talented human weather gauge and fun to get to talking about
monsoon patterns. 

 Thank you for the continuing conversation, John. I'm going to miss you.

Jonetta Trued - November 13, 2016 at 02:48 PM

Jonetta Trued lit a candle in memory of John O. Magoffin

Meg Gilmore - November 12, 2016 at 10:26 AM

Daddy, you gave us wonderful opportunities for learning
how to get along in the world no matter what the
circumstances. We love you and will miss you.

  
Meg and David Gilmore

Roy & Marybeth Dawson - November 10, 2016 at 05:06 PM

Roy & Marybeth Dawson lit a candle in memory of John O.
Magoffin
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Joanne & Margarita - November 10, 2016 at 11:39 AM

We want offer our heartfelt condolences to the family. 
 John will always be remembered as the truest of gentleman ... so very sweet and

kind and thoughtful. We will surely miss him and all of his wonderful stories. 
The beauty and sweetness of his spirit will live forever in our hearts.

Joanne & Margarita - November 10, 2016 at 11:29 AM

Joanne & Margarita lit a candle in memory of John O.
Magoffin

Molly Magoffin-Hunt - November 10, 2016 at 11:10 AM

You were a wonderful Dad and granddad. We are all going to miss you.

Walter - November 10, 2016 at 11:07 AM

Walter lit a candle in memory of John O. Magoffin

Molly, Walter & Jonathan - November 10, 2016 at 11:06 AM

Molly, Walter & Jonathan lit a candle in memory of John O.
Magoffin
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Edna Scott - November 06, 2016 at 08:51 AM

Edna Scott lit a candle in memory of John O. Magoffin

LeRoy & Diane Tucker - November 05, 2016 at 09:52 PM

LeRoy & Diane Tucker lit a candle in memory of John O.
Magoffin


